	                                                          Thailand's Public Holidays 2009

	Month
	Date
	Event
	 Notes:

	January
	Thursday 1st
	New Year's Day
	 

	
	Saturday 10th
	Children's Day
	not a public/bank holiday

	
	Friday 16th
	Teacher's Day
	not a public/bank holiday. Schools are closed .

	
	Monday 26th
	Chinese New Year's Day
	not a public/bank holiday

	February
	Monday 9th
	Macha Bucha Day
	commemorates the unplanned assembly, ordination, and subsequent enlightenment of 1250 of the Buddha's disciples.

	April
	       Monday 6th
	Chakri Day
	celebrates the founding of the Chakri Dynasty and honours King Rama I, who was the first king of the Dynasty..

	
	Monday13th - 15th
	Songkran Festival Day
	the Thai new year celebration. Also known as the Water Festival. 

	May
	Friday 1st
	National Labour Day
	this internationally observed holiday is also a bank holiday in Thailand. 

	
	Tuesday 5th
	Coronation Day
	commemorates the crowning of King Bhumibol Adulyadej on 5th May 1950

	
	Friday 8th
	Visakha Bucha Day
	is celebrated by Buddhists all over the world to honour the three most significant events in the Buddha's life. 

	
	Monday 11st
	Royal Ploughing Ceremony Day
	not a public/bank holiday : celebration of the start of the rice-growing season.

	July
	Tuesday 7th
	Asamha Bucha Day
	the anniversary of the Buddha's first sermon. Asamha Bucha also anticipates Kao Pansa, the three-month period of Buddhist penitence and fasting. 

	
	Wednesday 8th
	Buddhist Lent Day
	this day marks the beginning of the Buddhist 'lent' period.

	August
	Wednesday 12nd
	H.M. The Queen's Birthday
	the most important royal holiday : the reigning Queen's Birthday

	October 
	Friday 23rd
	Chulalongkorn Memorial Day
	the government was modernized by the Chakri King Rama V, King Chulalongkorn, who is honoured with this holiday

	November
	Monday 2nd
	Loy Kratong
	not a national holiday, but an evening when Thai's pay respect to the goddess of the wter by floating candlelit offerings.

	December
	Saturday 5th
	King's Birthday
	the most important royal holiday : the reigning King's Birthday

	
	Thursday 10th
	Constitution Day
	In 1932 the absolute monarchy became constitutional and the first steps towards democracy were gone in Thailand

	
	Thursday 31st
	New Year's Eve
	

	
	
	
	 


